
 
 
 
 
 
 

e-Newsletter 

Page 1 of 4 
 

Number 8     www.castme.org.uk               August 2014 

Editorial 
What is it that education in the sciences really needs? How 

important is science to engineering and technology? Why is 

mathematics so important?  

 

A whole book could be written about each of these questions, 

but CASTME is all about the interrelation of all three – across 

some very important parts of the Earth – and beyond: the 

Commonwealth shares a common heritage, but only in the 

context of the rest of the planet. So what is the message 

within each CASTME Newsletter?  

 

It is that CASTME exists to help us, the educators, to provide 

knowledge and understanding about the world we live in 

through the teaching and learning of science in order to use 

existing and to develop new and appropriate technologies to 

be applied to solve problems: that’s engineering! 

 

None of this can work though, without using the appropriate 

mathematical knowledge and skills to ensure efficient design 

and delivery of each commonwealth project. CASTME’s 

partnership with CIID augurs well for the future in delivering 

what us as educators need to fulfil commonwealth aspirations 

and needs. 

 

CASTME’s Awards are all about how people can improve 

their lives through applying and using STEM as an integral 

set of subjects in their day-to-day lives.  

The Alexander Prize for Women 
Entries are invited for the Alexander Award. This was 

established  in the memory of Professor and Mrs. Alexander who 

worked in science education in many commonwealth countries 

for over 50 years and is fully supported by the UK’s Association 

for Science Education (ASE)  

 What are the award criteria? 

1 A woman or a female community that has made a 

significant contribution to encouraging the scientific, 

technological or mathematical education of girls or women 

in a situation of particular difficulty or scarce resources. 

2 Each nomination should: 

• Explain the reasons for the nomination 

• Detail the achievements of the nominee/s over a period 

of time 

• Be made by a third party, or by the nominees 

themselves. 

Entries may be sent electronically to the CASTME secretary at: 

Colinmatheson@me.com and to awards@castme.org.uk  

Or by hard copy to: 

The CASTME awards coordinator,  

c/o The Commonwealth Association for 

Infrastructure Development 

120 Pall Mall 

London SW1Y 5EA, 

 

Nominations should be received by the end of September 2014. 

ALL ENTRIES to be marked Alexander Award 

CASTME Award Scheme  
Teachers and officials (advisers, inspectors, etc.) working in 

primary, secondary and tertiary education are invited to enter 

for the CASTME Awards. Entries should be educational 

projects, which address the social or human context of 

science, technology and mathematics. Individuals or groups 

may submit projects. Only one project can be accepted from 

any one individual or group.  Projects previously submitted 

for a CASTME Award may not be re-submitted.   

 

Send in your proposal for sponsorship for a STEM based 

project to CASTME awards@castme.org.uk .  

• The awards will be judged according to originality 

and creativity. 

 

There are four levels of awards- Gold Silver, Bronze and 

Commended 

 

The criteria for proposals are : 

• Must be written in English 

• Must be reflect the needs or social issues in your 

community 

• Must be inclusive in terms of gender 

 

 

Proposals will be acknowledged and originators will receive 

notification and details of successful projects once CASTME has 

assessed them and agreed the awards to be made. 

 

CASTME will be proud to display proposals to a wide audience 

through publications, conferences and meetings, but will not 

return proposals to their originators. 
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Mothers Talking Science Project  
Sreepur Village in Bangladesh  

- Sue Dale Tunnicliffe,  

 

This CASTME project, launched 4 years ago, aims to 

encourage women at Shushi Polli Plus, (the Bangla name for 

this purpose built village) to learn about everyday science and 

technology in their lives and talk with their children about it. 

Most of the women received little, if any, school education. 

 

A new facilitator, Angshuman Sarker, has been appointed. He 

has a degree in Soil Science. He has just begun and has five 

groups of women who meet weekly. He also is running 

workshops for children (Sreepur has its own government 

primary school) and some activities on Fridays for mothers 

and children.  

 

The mothers make Big Books from the paper they make as 

one of the trade activities of Sreepur, and print out 

photographs they take of what interests them, as well as 

producing drawings they make of the science and technology 

phenomena that interest them in the village. 

 

Angshuman has established an everyday science trail; here 

are photographs of one of the groups with typical questions he 

discussed with the science talkers! 

 

The Mothers 
with Sue Dale Tunnicliffe and Angshuman  Sarker, 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Magnets 

 
  Mothers are looking at what a magnet can do.  

 

Gravity and Ramps

 
1 What is gravity?  

2 How can we use gravity?  

3 Why is it used? 

4 Why does the mango go down to earth? 

5 What is a Ramp?  

 

Sun light and Shadow relationship 

 
1 Where do the Sun rays come from?  

2 What is a shadow? 

3 What is the sun & shadow relationship? 
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The 2014 NSTA Global Conversations in Science Education 
The USA’s National Science Teachers’ Association’s ninth International Science Education Day conference was held on 

Thursday, April 3, 2014 in Boston, Massachusetts during NSTA’s National Conference on Science Education.  

 

The day focused on Global Conversations in Science Education with the theme: 

“Building and Sustaining Leadership to Support New Reforms and Development of Literacy”. 

Included in the titles of plenary sessions were: 

“Leadership, Professional Teachers, and Reforms in a Finnish Science Education Context”.  

“Working Together to Promote Science Education Throughout the Globe”. 

The conference was attended by more than 160 participants from numerous countries: 

 

Australia, Canada including  Nova Scotia, China, Finland, Germany, Grand Cayman, India, Israel, Korea, Lebanon, Mexico, 

Nigeria, Philippines, Sweden, Taiwan, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States 

  

Commonwealth Day 

2014 
This was the theme for 

Commonwealth Day on 10 

March. It expressed the spirit of 

friendship and motivation 

towards the shared goals and 

values that exist between 

Commonwealth members - 

http://thecommonwealth.org/med

ia/event/commonwealth-day  
#TeamCommonwealth expresses 

the very real spirit of friendship 

and motivation towards the 

shared goals and values that 

exists between Commonwealth 

members. It enables them to 

work together to help one 

another, to create just and 

peaceful societies, to achieve 

sustainable and inclusive social 

progress, to advance democracy, 

and to build economic resilience 

with prosperity in which all 

citizens can share. 
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ASE Annual Conference 2015 @ University of Reading 

Wednesday 7
th

 - Saturday 10
th

 January 2015 

 
Exceptional ideas and resources for science teaching at the flagship, four-day conference from ASE. Over 200 sessions dedicated 

to science education across all subject areas and phases, offering hands-on activities for the classroom and inspiring talks from the 

forefront of science research. Whatever stage you are in your career, be inspired by world-class ideas for your professional 

development with practical learning, sharing best practice and take-home resources. 

 

"The ASE annual conference is a fantastic opportunity to share ideas and best practice in science education, as well as to learn 

about cutting edge research. And I was blown away by the passion and enthusiasm of the science 

teachers I met there. There’s a great feeling of community which springs from the common aim of 

inspiring children about science." - Professor Alice Roberts, ASE President 2014 

Delegate bookings open in September 2014 

Price: Early Bird registration starts from only £64 (if you book before the 31 October) 

Programme: Announced in September 2014. Sign up to ASE’s newsletter for updates about key 

speakers and CPD sessions at https://secure.ase.org.uk/membersarea/login/register_visitor_quick.asp   

Venue: University of Reading, Whiteknights, Reading, RG6 6AH  

Explore the ASE Annual Conference 2015 Exhibition at http://www.ase.org.uk/conferences/annual-

conference/exhibition/  

Conference Partners 

  

The ASE thanks conference sponsors OCR, Gratnells, Practical Action, Timstar and TTS 

 

 
CASTME is now a fully paid up member of ICASE – the International Committee of Associations for Science Education. Dr Sue 

Dale Tunnicliffe, Chair of CASTME is now Regional Representative for Europe at ICASE. 

 
At the WorldSTE 2013 Conference in Kuching, Malaysia, held between 29 September and 3 October, 2013, Dr. 

Janchai Yingprayoon received the ICASE Distinguished Service Award. He was recently invited to give talks to 

schools in India, as well as to give an entertaining science lecture to the public. A group of Schools, SRI 

PRAKASH VIDYANIKETAN in Visakhapatnam, India celebrated their 13th Anniversary during 11-14 February 

2014 led by Prof. Dr. Sudhakar Agarkar, who has been working with ICASE and CASTME for many years. The 

schools are interested in joining ICASE initiated activities stimulated by ICASE Science and Technology 

Editor’s Note: For the next edition of this newsletter please send articles to Jonathan Ling at: j.g.ling@btinternet.com  by 31
st
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