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Editorial 
 

This 4
th

 newsletter is the largest so far at four pages in length. 

It is not intended to match the length in pages to the edition 

number in future, although it is gratifying that there is so 

much copy for this edition! 

 

CASTME aims to be a dynamic and forward looking 

Association that is constantly looking for new initiatives, 

relevant to its work across the Commonwealth. If you as a 

reader have any particular thoughts, innovative developments, 

projects or ideas which you would like to put into the next or 

subsequent editions, then please supply these to the editor at 

the email address supplied at the end of the Newsletter. 

 

CASTME’s new website will enable people to download 

copies of the Newsletter in future. However, it is intended that 

it will continue to be sent by email either as an attachment or 

with a suitable website link, for the foreseeable future. Please 

supply the editor with any email addresses of people you 

know would appreciate receiving a copy, or, if you forward it 

to others, please copy the email to the editor to ensure that it 

will be supplied as a matter of course to these individuals in 

future. 

 

Sreepur – Bangladesh 
- Sue Dale Tunnicliffe 

As reported in previous editions, this project encourages 

mothers to recognise the science in everyday objects and 

activities, regardless of their educational level and to share 

this information with their children. They are to use this 

understanding to improve their everyday lives recognising 

the principles behind activities such as using a fixed latrine, 

hand washing, use of tube well water for drinking, storage of 

water and food etc. 

 

Photo-trails and other interactive methods are used. 

Individual photographs are selected to use for 'talk about' 

sessions with 

Mothers, with 

children and other 

English language 

learners, as well 

as groups of 

children – peer 

education.     

 

They keep a 

written log of 

activities to show 

to the local supervisor. 

 

Sreepur Cards 
 

This Project is to produce and 

sell handmade charity greetings 

cards. All proceeds go to the 

Sreepur Village project.  

Full details::   

www.sreepurcards.org 

 

Orders by email: orders@sreepurcards.org 

Sreepur had over 500 

abandoned children 

and more than 100 

destitute women. 

Women in the village 

have been trained to 

make the cards from 

hand-made paper. 

The cards are flown 

in by British Airways 

at no cost and 

sold on line in the UK by a team of volunteers. 

http://www.youtube.com/user/SreepurFilms?feature=mhum 

New Website 
CASTME’s new website is now available on: 

www.castme.org.uk 

 

NB The previous one, www.castme.org, is still accessible but 

will not be updated. 

 

 

CASTME Mauritius Scholarship 
 

CASTME is offering to CASTME (Mauritius) another 

scholarship for a Mauritian first degree graduate to proceed to 

the University of Westminster for taught Maters in a science 

or technology field for the year 2011-2012.  

 

The scholarship will be advertised in the press as early as 

September 2011 and the preliminary selection will start in 

November 2011. Final selection will be undertaken by the 

University in January 2012. This exercise will be carried out 

in collaboration with a numbers of stakeholders. 

  

Full details of the CASTME Scholarships: 

 

http://www.westminster.ac.uk/study/fees-and-

funding/scholarships/postgraduate/castme-scholarship 
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The Journal of Emergent Science 
 
The first edition of the Journal of Emergent Science ( JES) has 

recently been published. It is a professional research e-journal 

published by the Emergent Science Network in collaboration 

with ASE that focuses on science (including health, 

technology and engineering) for young children from birth to 

8 years of age. The key features of the journal are that it: 

 

• is child-centred;  

• focuses on scientific development of children from birth 

to 8 years of age, considering the transitions from one 

stage to the next;  

• contains easily accessible yet rigorous support for the 

development of professional skills;  

• focuses on effective early years science practice and 

leadership;  

• considers the implications of research into emergent 

science practice and provision;  

• contains exemplars of good learning and development 

firmly based in good practice;  

• supports analysis and evaluation of professional practice.  

  

Articles in the journal highlight the importance of first 

learning and experiences in 

science and attempts to redress 

the emphasis on secondary 

science education, especially 

since science learning starts at 

birth.  

 

The co-editors are Jane 

Johnston of Bishop Grosseteste 

University College Lincoln and 

Sue Dale Tunnicliffe of the 

Institute of Education, London 

and member of the CASTME 

Committee. 

 

Both are researchers and lecturers fascinated by these critical 

years where interest and understanding of science is formed 

and passionate about focusing on support for professionals 

who are attempting to use the impact of research to develop 

their own practice. 

 

The journal will be published twice a year; March and 

September. During 2011 it will be free and from 2012 by 

subscription (£30 per year), although all ASE members will 

continue to receive the journal free of charge as a membership 

benefit. 

 

The first edition can be found on the ASE website 

http://www.ase.org.uk/journals/journal-of-emergent-science 

Commonwealth Jubilee Time Capsule 
www.jubileetimecapsule.org 

This is the Commonwealth's largest ever public engagement 

project which is an innovative online time capsule made up 

of content generated by people around the Commonwealth 

and covering each day of the last 60 years. 

It is a large and diverse archive about people, places and 

events to mark the 2012 Diamond Jubilee of Queen 

Elizabeth II and her 60
th

 year as Head of the 

Commonwealth. There are 21,469 days between the Queen’s 

coronation on 2
nd

 June 1953 and Commonwealth Day 2012. 

 

Contributors will be asked to write a story, take a picture or 

make a video reflecting on what happened in their country 

or community on or around that day.  

 

Prizes will be awarded for the best regional entries, the best 

under-25 entries and in overall categories, before the sealed 

time capsule is presented to The Queen on Commonwealth 

Day 2012, which is on 12
th

 March. 

 

After Commonwealth Day 2012, the material will be safely 

secured online in the Commonwealth Jubilee Archive, and 

offline in teaching materials for schools created by the Royal 

Commonwealth Society: www.thercs.org 

 

The Archive will be of enormous significance to historians, 

academics and teachers as an accessible and unique snap 

shot of an important period in the history of the 

Commonwealth.  

 

The project will connect individuals and communities all 

over the world, will encourage safe dialogue between young 

people, as well as peer-to-peer ranking and constructive 

cross cultural engagement. 

 

It will form the basis of a selection of new teaching 

resources ensuring its long-term value. 

 

The Commonwealth Jubilee Time Capsule will be powered 

by Capsool, a UK-based 

company that provides an online time capsule service: 

www.capsool.com  

 

The RCS is looking for: 

• Sponsors who can help to fund the remaining core 

project costs. 

• Partners to: 

o Promote the project to schools, universities and 

young people across the Commonwealth 

o Develop sustainable long term benefits including 

teaching resources. 
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The 2011 Alexander Prize 
This award is specifically for women educators working under 

difficult conditions. The award is named after the Alexander 

family who worked in science education in many 

commonwealth countries for over 50 years. It is supported by 

the ASE, the UK Association for Science Education. The 

Alexander Prize will be awarded to a woman or group of 

women who has made a significant contribution to 

encouraging the scientific, technological or mathematical 

education of girls or women in a situation of particular 

difficulty or scarce resources. 

A nomination for the Alexander Prize should be made in the 

form of an essay explaining the reasons for the nomination, 

and detailing the achievements of the nominee/s over a period 

of time.  Such a nomination may be made by a third party, or 

by the nominee herself.  

 

Nominations for the Alexander Prize should be sent to 
CASTME Awards Co-ordinator,  

c/o Faculty of Education Health & Social Care,  

University of Winchester,  

West Hill, 

Winchester,  

SO22 4NR  

UK 

   

or sent by email to:  

Chris.McLaren@Winchester.ac.uk 

ASE Annual Conference 2012  

University of Liverpool 
Wednesday 4th - Saturday 7th January 2012 

Science Education Research contributions can include: 

• teacher education 

• early years education,  

• primary education 

• secondary education  

• curriculum development and evaluation 

• pedagogy 

• learning and assessment in science 

 

A PDF abstract of  up to 500 words should be sent to: 

researchseries@ase.org.uk setting out: 

• aims and rationale 

• background to the study 

• methods 

• findings 

• references 

 

These will be peer reviewed and accompanying papers 

published in an on-line as conference proceedings 

 

Initial submissions should have been supplied by May 31st. 

Final conference seminar papers to be submitted by 30
th

 

September 2011. 

CASTME Award Scheme 2011 

Teachers and officials (advisers, inspectors, etc.) working in 

primary, secondary and tertiary education are invited to enter 

for the CASTME Awards. Entries should be educational 

projects, which address the social or human context of 

science, technology and mathematics. 
Individuals or groups may submit projects.  Only one project 

can be accepted from any one individual or group.  Projects 

previously submitted to for a CASTME Award may not be re-

submitted.  For further information and entry form, please 

contact: ChrisMcLaren@Winchester.ac.uk  

Antigua and Barbuda 
 

The UNESCO epresentative for Antigua and Barbuda, Reg 

Murphy, has recently met with the science coordinator at the 

Antigua Ministry of Education to discuss the forming a branch 

of  CASTME. He says: “This was stimulated by a very 

successful UNESCO World Water Day series of science 

experiments that ran for three weeks in government schools. 

……. We have lots of projects and field fun science ventures 

planned with my staff at the Dockyard Museum and want to 

run them as CASTME projects.” 

 

Eminent Persons Group 

You can still help shape the Commonwealth’s future by 

submitting comments to recommendations by the Eminent 

Persons Group. The Group is inviting feedback from across 

the Commonwealth on its recommendations to sharpen the 

impact, strengthen the networks and raise the profile of the 

Commonwealth.  

 

Consultations close on 15 June and citizens of member 

states are encouraged to add their voices to those of their 

counterparts around the world. The report will be finalised 

and submitted to Heads of Government for their 

consideration at CHOGM in Perth, Australia, in October 

2011. 

Its mandate is to explore and recommend ways to sharpen 

the impact and raise the profile of the Commonwealth by 

strengthening networks so that it remains relevant to its 

times and people in the future. 

Following its first meeting in July 2010, the Group has 

received more than 230 written submissions from 

Commonwealth civil society organisations as well as 

numerous communications from individuals. 
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India 
 

Sue Dale Tunnicliffe was recently a guest of Hassaram 

Rijhumal College of Commerce and Economics, Mumbai.  Dr 

Indu Shahani, Principal of HR College and Sheriff of Mumbai 

invited her to discuss the CEY project. The schedule was 

organised by Dr Shamira Abdullah, senior lecturer at the 

college.  

Colin Matheson, Chair of CASTME was also present during 

discussions on the need to heighten awareness of the 

disadvantaged in 

education. The 

role of Mothers 

and other family 

members in 

everyday science 

and engineering 

as well as 

bringing such 

matters to the 

attention of 

early-years children and to those only just entering formal 

education featured as a central theme in these discussions.  

 

A student at the college made a presentation about the  

CHIRAG (LIGHT) project: www.hrcollege.edu/web/sife.php    

 

500 rupees buys a solar collector, a battery and two lights for 

light after dark. This has been implemented in a village in the 

State of Maharashtra. The students, who are studying 

business, decided that if the village paid for the lights they 

would value them and collected 10 rupees per person. 

One aspects of the student-led project was education. The 

students were of the opinion that our ‘Talking Everyday 

Science ' was an initiative that they could embrace and 

heighten awareness of everyday science and engineering.  

 

The Secretary of CASTME ASIA, Dr Sudhakar Agarkar, a 

member of Faculty at the Homi Bhabha Centre for Science 

Education in the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research said: 

“Thank you for sparing time and visiting my Centre. The 

seminar that you gave touched the heart of many in my office. 

I will see if something similar could be initiated in Mumbai 

also. As I told you I am engaged in developing open 

educational resources for schools. In that I have a section for 

parents. I am sure the ideas that you are advocating would be 

of great relevance for the parents. I would be grateful if you 

could share some of your material..……….”. See: 

www.hbcse.tifr.res.in/about-us/contact-and-location/homi-

bhabha-centre-for-science-education 

Rethinking Science and Technology 

Education in the 21
st
 Century 

Is the theme of an International Science and Technology 

Education Conference 2011 being organised by CASTME 

(Mauritius), in collaboration with the Mauritius Institute of 

Education. It is to be held from 30
th

 November to 2
nd

 

December 2011, in Mauritius. 

The Conference aims to promote the development and 

dissemination of theoretical knowledge, research, and 

professional practice knowledge in relation to STM 

education. It will showcase, through research findings, best 

practices in the orientation and management of higher 

education institutions as principal agents of knowledge 

construction, research, development, and innovation. This is 

in keeping with the growing pressure on countries, both 

developed and developing, to adjust to the rapid pace of 

globalisation through initiatives promoting innovation as a 

pathway for sustainable competitiveness. 

 

The International Conference targets the following 

participants: 

• Pre-primary school Educators 

• Primary school Educators 

• Secondary school Educators in Science, 

Mathematics, Technology and related disciplines 

• Curriculum developers 

• Scholars in the tertiary education sector 

• Educators, researchers and other professionals in 

the non-formal education sector involved in STM 

education (e.g., museums, research centres, science 

centres, NGOs and other relative stakeholders). 

Proposals and abstracts which should address the following: 

• Innovative pedagogies in Science, Technology and 

Mathematics (STM) Education 

• Gender issues in STM Education 

• Use of new technologies in STM Education 

• Assessment in STM Education 

• STM Curriculum for the new millennium 

• Environmental Education 

• Sustainable Development 

• Health Education 

• Effective STM Education for learners of all 

abilities, including learners with special needs. 

 

All accepted abstracts/proposals will be exclusively 

published in the Conference Abstract Book/CD-ROM. 

See:www.castmemauritius.wordpress.com/2011/05/14/h

ello-world    

Editor’s Note: The next edition of this newsletter will be published in September. Please send requested articles to Jonathan 

Ling at: j.g.ling@btinternet.com  by Monday 5
th

 September 2011.  CASTME website: http://www.castme.org.uk  

 


