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Editorial 

A new Constitution for CASTME is currently being devised by 

the Trustees and is receiving its final touches.  The purpose is to 

bring it fully up-to-date and relevant to the Commonwealth as a 

whole, emphasising Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics (STEM) as the most fascinating and practical 

subjects as a way of “leading out” our friends both young and 

old, within the educational process. The importance of STEM 

educational activities across the Commonwealth will be 

focussed upon Groups which subscribe to the key objectives of 

CASTME. 

Although this and other developments within CASTME are 

continuing apace, we have had serious problems with our 

website as those of you who have tried to access it recently will 

have found out. We are currently completely revamping it and it 

is intended that by the time the next CASTME Newsletter is 

published in the New Year, 2016, a bright, new and informative 

one will be in place. 

Solar energy for schools in Jamaica 

 

Leaders of CASTME’s partner organisation, the 

Commonwealth Association for Infrastructure Development, 

have been working on this with the Government of Jamaica.   

Chairman Dr Geoffrey Clements and CEO David Wright have 

developed a pilot project to install solar panels on thirty 

secondary schools.  Together with energy efficiency measures, 

this will help to cut the debilitating electricity bills faced by 

schools - and the cost of imported oil. 

But an important feature of the project is educational. The solar 

installations not only provide on-site curriculum material but 

also help to inform students, parents and the local community of 

the importance of saving electricity and generating as much 

electricity as possible from renewable sources. CIID has written 

a guide for schools so that they understand the technology and 

how to procure such installations.  

Geoffrey is developing capacity building and skills development 

projects with the HE sector in India, as well with government 

departments and the private sector. 

The field of science, technology and mathematics education is 

an important priority in the development of higher and 

vocational education in India. The Indian Institutes of Science 

Education and Research (IISER), which have been recently  

 

founded around the country, are leading initiatives in this area. 

This is an opportunity that CIID is exploring with the intention 

of developing projects with CASTME.  

The methodology developed by CIID can of course be applied 

to other Commonwealth countries. More information and a 

copy of the guide can be obtained from David Wright 

david.wright@comiid.org 

Magna Carta - Margaret Lenton 

On the 15
th

 June 2015, the Queen with Prince William and 

Princess Anne attended at Runnymede a celebration of the 

sealing of Magna Carta eight hundred years ago. 

In those eight hundred years, Magna Carta has come to 

symbolise both for Great Britain and to members of the 

Commonwealth, the beginning of equality before the Law and 

the rule of Law.  

The Magna Carta 

Memorial at 

Runnymede which 

stands in the meadow 

known historically as 

Long Mede, although it 

is likely that the actual 

of the sealing of Magna 

Carta lay further east. 

The national 15
th

 June event was the culmination of celebration 

which included young people devising Coats of Arms for 

themselves or their school and the older children writing 

Magna Cartas for today.  The best examples were displayed in 

the cloisters of St George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle over 

Easter.  Flower festivals, commissioned embroideries, specially 

written plays and talks about the history leading to the sealing 

of the charter took place.  There was a high level of community 

involvement. 

A river pageant wound its way long the Thames on the 13
th

 and 

14
th

 June lead by the Queen’s royal barge ‘Gloriana’, stopping 

at strategic points for staged re-enactments and poetry jousts. 

There was constant mention of the importance of Magna Carta 

not only to the British but also to the Commonwealth and many 

speakers dwelt upon the regard with which it was held by for 

example Ghandi and Nelson Mandela. 

One legacy of this year is the modern sculpture which Prince 

William unveiled at Runnymede.  There are twelve chairs for a 

jury cast in bronze which show the importance of the rule of 

Law across the world. 
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Children Science Clinic - Nigeria 
 

Children Science Clinic is an annual out-

of-school activity based science workshop 

designed for children within the age of five 

(5) to twelve (12) years with the intention 

of catching them young for science and technology before they 

leave the first tier of the educational ladder and create 

awareness of a world of scientific network in their minds. 

 

It was birthed out of a quest to instil into young minds the 

relevance and usefulness of science and technology. The project 

director, saw at the time of inception the phobia for as well as 

disinterestedness of children in science-related disciplines, there 

was therefore a need to guide against ignorance, promote the 

culture of science and enable youngsters to be very 

knowledgeable in science and technology through a non-formal 

approach to science and technology education for sustainable 

development. An extremely successful pilot science workshop 

was organised in 1993 in Adeyemi College of Education, Ondo, 

Nigeria. 

 

This project has progressed tremendously in the 22 years since 

then and is aimed at developing 

scientific skills in children and 

motivating them through science 

drama, exhibitions, competitions 

and excursions to science-based 

industries within their immediate 

environment, in order to expose 

children to the fundamental 

principles of science and develop 

in their capability to acquire and put into use scientific skills 

such  as observing, measuring, recording, experimenting, 

inferring and approaching issues in a scientific manner. In 

particular the project is aimed at bringing children nearer to the 

 

science linked environment in their community through:     

• Field trips and excursion. 

• Popularising science and technology among youths through 

out-of-school activities. 

• Encouraging girls into science and technology. 

• Enlightening parents and teachers about newer and better 

methods of teaching and          learning science to children. 

 

The activities of the Children Science Clinic include: 

 

• The establishment of Science Clubs and Centres in Nursery 

and Primary schools. 

• Organising Science drama/playlets. 

• Arranging Science exhibitions and fairs. 

• Packaging Science games. 

• Arranging Science carnivals/grotto. 

• Presenting Science as fun to the disabled children. 

• Motivating girls towards Science and Technology related 

courses. 

• Integrating computer study programmes for children. 

• Setting up children science village to bring together 

children from diverse socio-          

• Establishing a worldwide cultural background for scientific 

activities. 

 

Adaptability of Science Process Skills in Children 

  
The scientific skills developed by the children have enabled 

their initial ideas to be linked 

to new experience as 

discussions of scientific ideas, 

principles and concepts are 

handled by professionals as 

role models using activity-

based and child-to-child 

approaches.  

 

See: www.mcser.org/journal/index.php/jesr/article/view/926 

 

 

 
ASE Annual Conference 2016 @ University of Birmingham 

Wednesday 6
th

 - Saturday 9
th

 January 2016 
 

Venue: University of Birmingham, Edgbaston, Birmingham, West Midlands B15 2TT 

Explore the ASE Annual Conference 2016 and Exhibition at http://www.ase.org.uk/conferences/annual-conference 
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Sreepur Village – an update from Sue Dale Tunnicliffe 
 
Sreepur is purpose built for destitute women 

and their children where the mothers learn a 

skill such as sewing, so they can return to 

their community and earn living and thus 

sport themselves and their children. 

  

 

 

 
     

 

Children playing with data: Imran is 4 years 7 months old. Mother: Ruma. He is 

playing with a top. The facilitator, Angshuman asked him some question – 

1. Where did you learn and how? “I learn to play with it here with my friends. I 

did not learn from my mother”  

2. Where do you like to play inside or outside? “I like to play on outside.” 

3. Do you know in which side the top spins? “He thinks and then says that the top 

spins right to left.” 

 
 

 

Commonwealth Heads of Government  

 
The Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting will be held in Malta between November 27 and 29 

 

Fifty-three countries will be taking part in the meeting, which will be in various historic venues including Fort St Angelo, where 

the retreat of heads of government will take place.  

 

This will be the second CHOGM to be held in Malta, with the first one taking place in 2005. 

 

CHOGM is held every two years and is the Commonwealth’s highest consultative and policy-making body.  

Secretary-General Sharma said, “The Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting brings together leaders of an immensely 

diverse yet cohesive grouping of 53 countries representing one third of humanity.  

 

They assemble from islands and continents at varying stages of development to work on common approaches and to plan practical 

action motivated by the shared values and principles of the Commonwealth Charter. Goodwill and cooperation, supported by an 

enduring sense of affinity between the peoples of the Commonwealth, pave the way to fresh approaches to collective benefit. 

 

“When Commonwealth leaders gather, innovative solutions are found to today’s global challenges for the benefit of all, 

particularly the vulnerable and marginalised. At the Malta CHOGM the wider world will see the Commonwealth in action, as a 

great global good.” 

   

It will hear the views of the people of the Commonwealth through forums for youth, women, business, and civil society. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

e-Newsletter 

Page 4 of 4 
 

Editor’s Note: For the next edition of this newsletter please send articles to Jonathan Ling at: j.g.ling@btinternet.com  by 31
st
 

December 2015.  CASTME website: http://www.castme.org.uk  
Registered Charity 1111749               Limited Company Registration 05001658 

 

Is Science a modern foreign language? – William Hirst 
Two simple questions; first, how many words do you need to converse in a foreign language? Second, how many science-specific 

words does a pupil need to learn between ages ten and fourteen? 

In the next CASTME Newsletter, William will provide the evidence that a lexicon of about 2,000 words is adequate for conversing 

in most languages. He will also show that understanding a similar number of words is essential for a young person learning 

science. He says “In brief – when teaching Science, we need to be aware that we are talking a foreign language! Pupils who are not 

familiar with the arcane jargon of Science will become bored and disengaged from learning.” 

In the meantime see: www.williamswords.co.uk 

The Alexander Prize for Women 
Entries are invited for the Alexander Award. This was 

established  in the memory of Professor and Mrs. Alexander 

who worked in science education in many commonwealth 

countries for over 50 years and is fully supported by the UK’s 

Association for Science Education (ASE)  
  

What are the award criteria? 

 
1 A woman or a female community that has made a 

significant contribution to encouraging the scientific, 

technological or mathematical education of girls or 

women in a situation of particular difficulty or scarce 

resources. 

 

2 Each nomination should: 

 

• Explain the reasons for the nomination 

• Detail the achievements of the nominee/s over a period 

of time 

• Be made by a third party, or by the nominees 

themselves. 

 

Nominations should be received by 30th September 2016. 

ALL ENTRIES to be marked Alexander Award 

 

Proposals will be acknowledged and originators will receive 

notification and details of successful projects once CASTME 

has assessed them and agreed the awards to be made. 

 

CASTME will be proud to display proposals to a wide audience 

through publications, conferences and meetings, but will not 

return proposals to their originators. 

The CASTME Award Scheme  
Awards are offered for educational projects, which address the 

social or human context of science, technology and 

mathematics at: Gold, Silver, Bronze and Commended levels. 
Anyone involved in any form of education in the widest senses, 

formal or informal, within societies can enter, Secondary or 

tertiary education project a year as an individual or as a group. 
 

Submitted reports should be based on personal experience and 

should include a substantial account of teaching or other 

educational work.  Judging is based on evidence of originality 

and creativity, use in practice, the social relevance of the 

project and the standards of presentation, organisation and 

structure of the project. 

 

CASTME proudly displays projects at conferences and events 

around the world and cannot return any of the submissions and 

reserves the right to publish entries in part or full in their 

journals or associated publications. 

 

Submitted reports on Projects may be hand-written or typeset, 

in English and up to 10,000 words in length. They should be 

received before 31 March 2016.  A panel will judge them 

based on relevant criteria such as: 

• Contributions to society 

• Clarity of project report 

• CASTME category relevance such as: 

o Gender 

o Improving literacy 

o Increasing awareness of STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) 

• Providing references to all sources of information and 

illustrations. 

Entries for either of the above may be sent Either electronically 

to: 

The CASTME secretary Margaret Lenton  at: 

margaret-lenton@btconnect.com, & to awards@castme.org.uk  

Or by hard copy to: 

The CASTME awards coordinator,  

c/o The Commonwealth Association for 

Infrastructure Development 

120 Pall Mall, London SW1Y 5EA, 


