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Royal Memories and tributes from CASTME members 

I  w a s  i n  s ch o o l  t h e  d a y  t h e  K in g  d i e d  –  f o r  s o m e  r e a so n  I  t h i n k  i t  wa s  a  T h u r sd a y .   I  

m u s t  h a ve  b e e n  a b o u t  9  a n d  I  c a n  s e e  o u r  t e a ch e r  n o w  s t a n d i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  c l a ss  

w e a r i n g  a  f l o we r y  d r e s s ,  t e l l i n g  u s ,  a n d  sa y in g  t h a t  w e  n e e d e d  t o  g o  h o m e .  T h e  

f o l l o w i n g  d a y  t h e  n e wsp a p e r s  h a d  b l a ck  e d g e s  a n d  I  c l e a r l y  r e ca l l  t h e  p i c t u r e  o f  H e r  

M a je s t y  t h e  n e w  Q u e e n  a r r i v i n g  h o m e  b y  p l a n e .  Sh e  l o o k e d  su ch  a  t i n y  f i g u r e  i n  b l a ck .   

T h e  Co r o n a t i o n  wa s  a n  h i s t o r i c a l  e ve n t  f r o m  m a n y  a n g le s .  T e l e v i s i o n  w a s  p i p e d  t o  

r u r a l  Do r s e t  f o r  t h e  o c ca s io n .  O n e  f a m i l y  i n  o u r  v i l l a g e  h a d  a  T V  s e t ,  a n d  w e  we r e  

i n v i t e d  t o  se e  p a r t  o f  t h e  ce r e m o n y .  T h e  p i c t u r e  wa s  g r a i n y  g r e y  w i t h  p o u r i n g  r a i n ,  b u t  

w e  co u ld  m a ke  o u t  t h e  co a ch  a n d  h o r s e s .  O u r  v i l l a g e  h a d  a  f a n c y  d r e ss  p a r a d e ,  a n d  a  

t e a  f o r  u s  c h i l d r e n  i n  a  l a r g e  b a r n ,  wh e r e  we  w e r e  g i ve n  o u r  Co r o n a t i o n  m u g s  –  wh i c h  

I  s t i l l  h a ve  t o d a y .  

I  m e t  b o t h  H e r  M a j e s t y  a n d  P r i n ce  P h i l i p  d u r i n g  t h e i r  G o ld e n  Ju b i l e e  Ce le b r a t i o n s  i n  

2 0 0 2  a t  A r d i n g l y  Sh o w  G r o u n d  i n  S u sse x  o n  a  d r e a d f u l  d a y  i n  J u n e .  T h e  r a i n  c a m e  

Her Late Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, Head of the Commonwealth 

The Commonwealth Association for Science Technology and Maths Educators (CASTME) is 

deeply saddened by the passing of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. 

CASTME mourns the loss of the Head of the Commonwealth. We are proud to be members of the 

Commonwealth, of which she was so supportive. CASTME extends sincere condolences to the 

Royal Family 

.  
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d o w n  i n  b u c ke t s f u l  a n d  we  h a d  t o  s t a n d  o n  t h e  w e t  g r a ss  wh e r e  h o r se  c a r r i a g e s  h a d  

b e e n  p a r a d in g .  I  w a s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  S AT RO ,  a n  e d u c a t i o n  ch a r i t y ,  a n d  h a d  t a ke n  t wo  

i n f a n t  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  a  sc h o o l  i n  Co b h a m  a n d  t h e i r  t e a c h e r .  We  h a d  t a k e n  a  wo r k i n g  

l i g h t h o u se  a n d  b r e e c h e r ’ s  b o y  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  p a r t  o f  t h e  L i g h t h o u se  K e e p e r ’ s  L u n ch  

s t o r y ,  b u t  h a d  t o  se t  i t  u p  o n  t h e  we t  g r a s s .  T h e  Q u e e n  c a m e  t o  sp e a k  t o  u s  a n d  a s ke d  

t h e  ch i l d r e n  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  l i g h t h o u se  a n d  b r e e ch e r ’ s  b o y .  Sh e  w a s  w e a r i n g  

w e l l i n g t o n  b o o t s  a n d  a  r a i n co a t  b u t  s t i l l  h a d  a  p r e t t y  h a t  o n ,  a n d  sh e  c r o u ch e d  d o wn  t o  

b e  a t  t h e  ch i l d r e n ’ s  l e ve l  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e m .  F a n t a s t i c !  He r  M a je s t y ’ s  a p p r o a ch  wa s  

a m a z in g  s h o w i n g  t o t a l  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  yo u n g  ch i l d r e n ,  a n d  m y  m e m o r y  i s  v e r y  c l e a r .  

D e n i s e  Ba l me r ,  U K  

Q u e e n  E l i za b e t h  I I  w h o  p a s se d  o n  S e p t e m b e r  8 ,  2 0 2 2  i s  r e m e m b e r e d  f o r  t h e  r o l e  s h e  

p l a ye d  a s  t h e  B r i t i s h  m o n a r ch  i n  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n ce  o f  G h a n a ,  N i g e r i a  a n d  o t h e r  

c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  B r i t i sh  Co m m o n we a l t h .  I  r e ca l l  b e i n g  a m o n g  t h e  h o s t  o f  s c h o o l  

c h i l d r e n  o n  O c t o b e r  1 ,  1 9 6 0 ,  l i n i n g  u p  t h e  r o u t e  i n  L a g o s ,  w a v in g  t h e  N ig e r i a n  f l a g  t o  

w e l co m e  h e r .   

M a y  h e r  so u l  r e s t  i n  p e r f e c t  p e a ce .  W e  w i sh  K in g  Ch a r l e s  I I I  a  su cc e s s f u l  r e i g n .  

P r o f .  Pe t e r  A .  O k e b u k o l a ,  N i g e r i a  

 —— —— —— —— —— —— -  

Q u e e n  E l i za b e t h ,  a  d e v o t e d  s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  Co m mo n w e a l t h  wa s ,  s e e in g  i t s  g r o w t h  

f r o m  a  f e w  m e m b e r s  t o  a  w o r l d w id e  o r g a n i sa t i o n  o f  f i f t y - s i x  m e m b e r s .  Sh e  r e g u la r l y  

a t t e n d e d  CH O G M ,  Co m m o n w e a l t h  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  t r a ve l l e d  w i d e l y  a c r o ss  t h e  co n s t i t u e n t  

c o u n t r i e s .  I n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  Co m m o n w e a l t h  wa s  o n e  o f  t h e  co r n e r s t o n e s  o f  h e r  r e i g n .  

W e  h a ve  va lu e d  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  u n iq u e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  Q u e e n  E l i z a b e t h ,  w h o  f o r  

s e v e n t y  ye a r s  ca r r i e d  o u t  h e r  p r o m is e  t o  se r ve  h e r  p e o p l e .  Sh e  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

m o n a r ch s  

T h e  m a n y  t r i b u t e s  f r o m  se n io r  f i g u r e s  a c r o s s  t h e  wo r l d  b e a r  w i t n e ss  t o  t h e  r e s p e c t  a n d  

a f f e c t i o n  i n  wh i c h  s h e  wa s  h e l d .  We  s h a l l  n o t  s e e  h e r  l i k e  a g a i n .  

W e  w ish  K i n g  Ch a r l e s  a  l o n g  a n d  f u l f i l l e d  r e i g n ,  p a r t i cu l a r . a s  h e  t a ke s  o n  h i s  m o t h e r ’ s  

r o l e  a s  He a d  o f  t h e  Co m m o n we a l t h .  

M a rg a re t  L e n t o n ,  UK  

— — —— —— —— —— —— —— —— —  
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W e  h a d  t h e  Ba n g l a d e sh i  f l a g  a n d  U n io n  Ja ck  a t  h a l f - m a s t  a n d  

h a d  a  1 - m i n u t e  s i l e n ce  i n  a sse m b ly .   

P a t  K e r r ,  O v e r s e a s  D i re c t o r ,  S r e e p u r  V i l l a g e ,  Ba n g l a d e s h  

— — —— —— —— —— —— —— —— —  

I n  t h e  F e b ru a r y  o f  1 9 5 2  t h e  K i n g  d i e d ,  I  wa s  f e w  w e e ks  sh o r t  o f  m y  6 t h  

B i r t h d a y .   W h e n  I  a r r i ve d  h o m e  f r o m  i n f a n t  s c h o o l ,  I  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  t o l d  so  n o  

C h i l d r e n ’ s  H o u r  o n  t h e  T V .  T h e  t e l e v i s i o n  ( a  ve r y  sm a l l  s c r e e n ,  9  “ s c r e e n ,  b l a ck  a n d  

w h i t e ,  a n d  i n  a  wo o d e n  c a se )  o n  wh i c h  t h e r e  wa s  o n l y  o n e  p r o g r a m m e  b e ca u se  t h e r e  

w a s  o n l y  o n e  ch a n n e l .  T h e r e  wa s  a  b l a c k  sc r e e n  w i t h  ve r y  s o l e m n  m u s i c  a n d  t h e  

w o r d s .  ‘ I n  m e m o r i a m  K i n g  G e o r g e  V I ’  a n d  h i s  d a t e s  i n  w h i t e  p r i n t  o n  i t .  M y  y o u n g e r  

b r o t h e r  a n d  I  m a d e  u p  a  d a n ce  o n  a  Pe r s i a n  m a t  w i t h  a  sq u a r e  p a t t e r n .  

I n  t h e  r u n  u p  t o  t h e  Co r o n a t i o n  m y  i n f a n t s  c l a ss ,  i n  t h e  P a r i sh  r o o m s  a s  t h e  s ch o o l  i n  

t h e  t o wn  ( B a k e we l l  i n  De r b y sh i r e )  h a d  n o  r o o m  -  we  we r e  t h e  im m e d ia t e  p o s t  Wo r l d  

W a r  I I  b u l g e ,  we  h a d  t o  l e a r n  t h e  v a r i o u s  so n g s ,  L a n d s  o f    a n d  G lo r y ,  Ru le  B r i t a n n ia  

a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A n t h e m .  W e  a c t e d  o u t  t h e  co r o n a t i o n  p r o ce s s io n .  O f  c o u r se ,  w e  we r e  

a l l  p r e se n t e d  w i t h  a  Co r o n a t i o n  M u g .  I  r e ca l l  wa t ch in g  w i t h  m a n y  o t h e r  p e o p le  i n  o u r  

s i t t i n g  r o o m  t h e  Co r o n a t i o n  t e l e v i se d  o n  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n .   

I  m e t  t h e  Q u e e n  a  n u m b e r  o f  t im e s  o v e r  t h e  ye a r s .  Pa r t i cu l a r l y  m e m o r a b l e  wa s  a t  a  

r e ce p t i o n  I n  S t  Ja m e s  P a l a ce  w h e n  I  a n d  t h e  V i ce  C h a i r  A wa r d s  we r e  i n v i t e d  t o  a  

r e ce p t i o n  f o r  H ig h  Co m m is s i o n e r s .  We  w e r e  p r e se n t e d  t o  t h e  Q u e e n ,  a s  w e  l i n e d  u p  a n  

a d j u n c t  t o o k  o u r  n a m e  a n d  a ss o c ia t i o n  b a d g e s  ( W e  we r e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  T h e  

C o m m o n w e a l t h  As so c ia t i o n  f o r  S c ie n ce  T e ch n o l o g y  a n d  M a t h s  Ed u ca t o r s ) .  We  w e r e  

a n n o u n c e d ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  p a s s i n g  o u r  b a d g e s  b e h in d  t h e  Q u e e n  t o  a n o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  wh o  

t h e n  a n n o u n ce d  u s  t o  P r i n ce  Ch a r l e s .  P r i n ce  C h a r l e s  w a s  v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d ,  a s k i n g  u s  a  

f e w  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  t e l l i n g  u s  w e  s h o u l d  g o  a n d  v i s i t  B i r k h a l l  a n d  s e e  t h e  sc i e n ce  

p l a yg r o u n d  h e  h a d  b u i l t  f o r  c h i l d r e n .  He  d i d  r e l a t e  e n t h u s i a s t i ca l l y  w i t h  wh a t  we  

e xp la i n e d .   I ’ v e  b e e n  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  S t a t e  O p e n in g  o f  Pa r l i a m e n t  a  n u m b e r  o f  

t im e s  a n d  se e n  h e r  w e a r i n g  t h e  c r o wn .   

L a d y  Su e  T u n n i c l i f f e ,  U K   

— — —— —— —— —— —— —— —— —  
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O u r  h e a r t f e l t  Co n d o l e n c e s  f ro m M a u r i t i u s  o n  t h e  

p a s s i n g  a wa y  o f  t h e  Q u e e n  w h o  wa s  a l so  He a d  o f  

C o m m o n w e a l t h .  As  a  m e m b e r  o f  CA S T M E Dr  L a d y  Su e  

D a le  T u n n i c l i f f e  a n d  I  a t t e n d e d  a  f u n c t i o n  a t  

M a r l b o r o u g h  H o u s e  o n  Co m m o n w e a l t h  Da y  b a ck  i n  2 0 1 0 .  

T h e  Q u e e n  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  P r i n ce  Ph i l i p ,  P r i n ce  Ch a r l e s  

a n d  h i s  w i f e  Ca m i l l a  we r e  p r e se n t .  P r i n ce  P h i l i p  

a d d r e ss e d  u s  a n d  a sk e d  u s  a b o u t  C A ST M E  a n d  ST EM  

e d u c a t i o n .  I  s a i d  t h a t  I  w a s  f r o m  M a u r i t i u s .  L a d y  Ca m i l l a  t h e n  sh o we d  a n  i n t e r e s t  a n d  

s t a t e d  t h a t  sh e  h a s  b e e n  t o  M a u r i t i u s  t w i ce .  I n c i d e n t a l l y  S u e  a n d  I  we r e  d r e s se d  i n  

s a r e e  j u s t  t o  a t t r a c t  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  Q u e e n  a n d  Ro ya l  f a m i l y .  

T h e  f l a g s  o n  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  f l o w n  a t  h a l f - m a s t  o n  M o n d a y  1 9 t h  Se p t e m b e r  a s  a  

s i g n  o f  r e sp e c t  f o r  t h e  Q u e e n .   M a y  h e r  so u l  Re s t  i n  Pe a ce  

J a ya n t e e  Na u g a h ,  Ma u r i t i u s  

 

2022 Findel CASTME Awards                                                                                                                 

Send entries for 2022 Findel CASTME Awards. to kathnugent1@gmail.com  
Closing Date 31/10/2022                                                                                               

 
 

1 The Findel CASTME Education Award  
                                                          
Presented to the entry that displays an innovative approach to increasing STEM 
awareness. The awardee will receive a £300 voucher to spend on Philip Harris 
science equipment or resources as well as an international membership of the 
ASE for one year 
 

2 The Findel CASTME Protect Our Planet Award                                             

 Presented to a STEM project which focuses on the Sustainable Development Goals 
such as Climate Change, Responsible Consumption and Clean Water. The awardee 
will receive a £100 voucher from Findel International 

3 The Findel CASTME Community Award                                                           

 Presented to a community project focused on mothers, fathers, carers and children 
and/or on raising awareness of STEM in the community. The awardee will receive a 
£50 voucher from Findel International 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 

mailto:kathnugent1@gmail.com
https://stileex.xyz/en/visa-mauritius/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Outreach Workshop On Stem-E Using STEM Play cycle 

Based on report from IBIYINKA OGUNLADE, Director of Children-in-science and Technology 

In continuation of the impact of the Resource materials donated by FINDEL with respect to 

CASTME Award, an Outreach programme was organised for a group of Children within Ikere-Ekiti 

Community  

 Comprising 41 girls and 42 boys.  

 Three STEM related activities were 

held using STEM play cycle 

approach 

  By being asked to narrate their 

observations while blowing up 

balloons Children were able to 

conclude that air has weight and 

occupies space.  

 This was also used to explain the 

concept of respiration as well as body organs such as lungs. 

 The concept of force was explained to the children using the method they engage in while playing 

without knowing they are doing Science. 

 They were instructed to pull each other and observe. The child with the greater force pulled the 

other. In cases where they exerted equal forces, they were both at equilibrium 
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The People’s Charter for an Eco-Social World  

The People´s Global Summit was initiated by 26 diverse global organisations representing hundreds of 
millions of people, including Commonwealth Secretariat, Commonwealth Organisation for Social Work, 
UNICEF, UNESCO, UNRISD and many others. 
 
Representing different faiths, philosophies, rights movements, workforces, generations, traditions and 
cultures they have gathered people from across the world, bridging movements for justice, to create 
new ways to work together for sustainability and quality of life for all. 
  
The People’s Charter for an Eco-Social World comes from the People’s Global Summit, ‘Co-Building a 
New Eco-Social World: Leaving No One Behind’, held online on 29 June – 2 July 2022. 
  
The Charter is a living document and reference point that will grow as the world’s populations share 
their solutions to our joint challenges, so all people can live with confidence, security, and peace in a 
sustainable world. The People´s Global Summit will continue to promote and support local and global 
action to unlock the means to co-design and co-build a new eco-social world. Together, we will bring our 
local and global expertise from working in communities and populations where transformative change 
has taken place.   
  
The charter can be accessed here  https://newecosocialworld.com/the-peoples-charter-for-an-eco-
social-world/ 
  
The Charter is initially submitted as an invitation and call to action to the world’s leaders at the United 
Nations High-Level Political Forum and General Assembly. 
  
Other organisations and communities are invited to associate with the People’s Charter.   

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

https://newecosocialworld.com/the-peoples-charter-for-an-eco-social-world/
https://newecosocialworld.com/the-peoples-charter-for-an-eco-social-world/
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Mothers Talking Everyday Science project in Sreepur 
 
Started in 2010, this project is delivered as part of 
the Literacy programme and designed to empower 
mothers by improving their understanding of STEM 
in their daily activities.  They are encouraged to talk 
with their children and other mothers as they carry 
out routine tasks everyday to increase 
understanding and interest in STEM. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  

Photo above shows Sreepur Village marking a two minute silence for Her Late Majesty Queen 

Elizabeth II 

 

Pat Kerr, Founder and Overseas Director of Sreepur Village, along with over 100 mothers and more than 

300 children as well as each and every member of staff paid their respects to Her Late Majesty Queen 

Elizabeth iII during a two minute silence in the village grounds. 
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Maisie Southwell, Beloved ‘Teacher Maisie’, passed 5th September 2022 

It was with great sadness that I was informed of the death of the beloved Teacher 

Maisie. She was both a friend and mentor. She had been part of my life and my 

teaching, learning and thinking since the early 1980s.  

We did a number of workshops together over the years, focused on effectively 

Literacy, Communication and STEM learning for little ones in the community.  

Her wisdom, experience, and passion for children’s learning and how we 

practitioners could help them on their individual learning journey in their early 

years was unparalleled. Her understanding of how these children learnt was vast and extended to before 

formal school.  

Maisie’s influence is alive in Antigua and Barbuda but also in other countries 

and in the members of the Commonwealth Association for Science 

Educators which also shares her message.  

The Infant Pedagogic Centre which had several homes before its present 

location is a tremendous memorial to her foresight, dedication and 

work which is also commemorated by the wall plaque in the 

entrance to the new Education department.   

I sincerely hope that more Early Years initiatives, in her memory, 

will develop as her living legacy and pray that she looks over us as 

we seek to carry on her mission.  Maisie was an inspiration to us all 

but, most of all, I have lost a cherished friend. Maisie, a great lady. 

May she rest in peace,  

(Dr Lady (Sue Dale) Tunnicliffe)  
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Introduction to Science for young Children 

National Council of Women Malta 

For a number of consecutive summers National Council of Women Malta (NCW) has offered free STEM 

(Science Technology Engineering Mathematics) sessions to young children up to the age of six. These 

sessions proved a great success amongst children and their parents and guardians.   

After the STEM sessions children were able to engage and talk about the activities and also repeated them 

at home to show their families and friends. These sessions not only introduced the children to the basic 

scientific concepts and vocabulary but also to the basic science process skills such as observation, 

communication, classification, measurement, inference and prediction. 

NCW Malta is ever grateful to Dr. Lady Sue Dale Tunnicliffe, the Chair of CASTME, Ms. Kathleen Nugent, 

Vice Chair and NCW Past Hon. General Secretary, Doris Bingley, who is also the European Head of the 

Commonwealth Women’s Network, for introducing and encouraging the National Council of Women Malta 

to hold these sessions   

Due to the huge demand by parents and caregivers to continue holding STEM programmes during the 

summer months, NCW Malta applied for funding with a project entitled  

“Science Tic Tac”.  

Science Tic Tac Project will be held during July, August and September 2023.  Course number 1 will be 

for duration of 7 weeks, once a week, for ages 2-4 starting in July with the 2nd course staring in mid-August 

for ages 5-7 ending in September. Sessions will be 1.5 hrs during the morning. The activities will be held 

at the National Council of Women Learning Centre with the final session being an outdoor activity.  

 

The National Council of Women is very pleased to announce that funding has been approved and our team 

at NCW looks forward to implement these sessions during 2023 

 

 

Marie Demicoli                                                                         Doris Bingley 

Ass. Hon General Secretary                                                      Commonwealth Women’s Network 
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UPCOMING DATES – 
Please Contact Kath Nugent for joining instructions (kathnugent@yahoo.co.uk)  

 
Informal Meeting on Zoom Wednesday 19th October 2.30pm BST – All welcome 
Informal Meeting on Zoom Wednesday 16th November 2.30pm GMT – All welcome 
 
Trustees Meeting on Zoom Weds 23rd November 2.00pm GMT – Reports to Secretary 2 weeks prior please 

  
ASE Conference 5th-7th January 2023  Sheffield Hallam (CASTME members attending with stand) 
 
 
 

 
Some Useful Links 

CASTME is a member of ICASE, the International Council of Associations for Science Education. Here is 

a link to their latest newsletter, where you can read about recent activities. 

http://www.icaseonline.net/newsletter/icase_01_02_2022.pdf 

The Royal Commonwealth society newsletter, Commonwealth voices, gives interesting details about the 

impact of their activities including The Queen’s Commonwealth Essay competition. 

https://cts.vresp.com/c/?RoyalCommonwealthSoc/be48e39ea7/d674a4ef1e/d8b4abe093 

 
 
 

CASTME links Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Educators across the 

Commonwealth 

It has a UK-based board of trustees, with regional branches and advisers in the Commonwealth 

Editor’s Note: For the next edition of this newsletter please send articles to Rachel Morgan:rachelmorg@aol.com  

by 5th January 2023 CASTME website: http://www.castme.online 

Registered Charity 1111749 Limited Company Registration 05001658 

 

Please email your full name to the editor in addition to your email address to receive future Newsletter  
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